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LESSONS FEOM  THE  BURIAL AT  SEA

WITH us, a conscience implies some religious
"background. But here we have a thirteen-
year-old boy making what, to him, is a voyage of
perils, who knows not God, nor biblical hell nor
heaven, and who has been taught by a good mother
that death ends all, but who, still, has a conscience
and a deeper and more colorful background to
that conscience than many who have had larger
religious advantages.

And this conscience, From what did it form it-
self? Not from the sheer literary ideas and gen-
eralities of philosophy that he had learned from
the pedantic teacher in the temple school? Not
from the most difficult constructions of which the
Chinese language is capable, and which he had
been compelled to learn from the very first year
tie was at school? No, not from these, but from
the natural logic of his own reason; and thanks to
this sense of reason, even at the tender age when
he first went to the Blue Valley school, I
believe that if anybody had read him the Sermon
on the Mount he would have understood it.
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